Skylab, the USA'’s first space station
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Launched in May 1973 atop a Saturn V booster, Skylab hosted three
missions through Feb 1974.

The orbital workshop was built inside a converted Saturn V third stage
with an airlock module, multiple docking adapter, and telescope mount
attached to the top. Power was provided by four solar arrays on the
telescope mount and two on the workshop. One of the arrays on the
workshop was torn off on launch. Damage to the shielding required the
installation of a “parasol” sunshade attached to the upper science port.

The original mission plan called for multiple missions. Apollo capsules
launched on Saturn | boosters carried the first three crews into orbit.
Following missions did not occur due to delays in developing the space
shuttle which was to have carried subsequent crews to the station.
Solar activity increased drag on the station, causing its orbit to decay
and the station re-entered the Earth’s atmosphere in July of 1979.

For more information see “Skylab — a Guidebook” at
http://history.nasa.gov/EP-107/contents.htm
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Skylab
Launched in May 1973, Skylab hosted three missions
through Feb 1974. Solar activity increased drag on the
station, causing its orbit to decay. The station
re-entered the Earth’s atmosphere in July of 1979.




